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field of religious education in order that trained leadership may be 
provided. 

The material of the book is well outlined and the phases of the argu- 
ment stand forth clearly. The book as a whole is a suggestive survey 
of present attainment united with a program for the future. 

Irving King 
University of Iowa 



Wealth and Welfare in North Carolina (North Carolina Club Year- 
book, 1916-17). Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, 
1917. Pp. 140. $0.25. 
The North Carolina Club, which works in affiliation with the depart- 
ment of rural economics and sociology of the University of North 
Carolina, and is composed primarily of students, has performed the 
useful labor of getting out a yearbook setting forth the social, political, 
and economic conditions of the state. Rural problems are emphasized 
and programs for betterment are indicated. The chapters concerned 
with "Wealth Produced by Carolina Farms," "Factors Involved in 
Retention of Farm Wealth," "Accumulation and Farms," "Public 
School Properties," "Public Health Work and Charities and Correc- 
tions," will be of particular interest to sociologists. The energetic 
leadership of Professor E. C. Branson is the inspiration of the yearbook. 

L. L. Bernard 

University op Minnesota 



The Sunday School Movement and the American Sunday School 

Union, 1780-1917. By Edwin Wilbur Rice. Philadelphia: 

American Sunday School Union, 1917. Pp. 501. $2.00 net. 

The American Sunday School Union was the most important 

organization in America for the development and propagation of the 

simple plan of teaching the Bible by the laity. While sectarianism was 

still bitter a century ago this movement united Christians in the effort 

to have the Bible taught in every community in the land. The teaching 

was crude, cruder even than the companion teaching in the day schools, 

yet there was a potent moral influence upon the pioneer life of America 

in this simple community gathering. Requiring no building, minister, 

nor equipment, it was possible to have a Sunday school long before the 

church could become established. 
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The activity of the laymen was of high social value, and the organiza- 
tion of local, state, and national conventions gave great opportunity for 
the development of the abilities of a host of teachers and leaders. 

The centennial celebration afforded the opportunity for the veteran 
editor of the Union to present this compendious history of the Sunday 
school, in which he has borne a prominent part for fifty years. He 
writes as an advocate. He is not sympathetic with the modern move- 
ment in religious education. He still thinks of religion as a process by 
which "the heart is filled to its utmost capacity with the highest spiritual 
power," as if a person could be thus stored with power in some mysterious 
way and then brought into human relations to apply the power. 

This book reveals clearly the inability of the Sunday school to meet 
as yet the new needs of our day. Interest is centered upon the Bible 
and upon conversion. It is not seen that religion is actually achieved 
in social living and that the Bible and all else are means to such living. 

Theodore Gerald Soares 

University op Chicago 



Citizenship, An Introduction to Social Ethics. By Milton Bennion. 
New York: World Book Co., 1017. Pp. xviii-f-181. 

The book is based upon lectures by the author to students in the 
Senior class of the high school and to the Freshmen of the University of 
Utah. The attempt to teach this subject in the secondary schools is the 
result of the feeling that society must have a large number of citizens who, 
while not social scientists, are keenly and intelligently interested in social 
processes. Professor Snedden in an introduction to the book remarks 
"that it recognizes the vital importance of bringing students into touch 
with controverted issues; and that it clearly exhibits the wide range 
of concerns with which the active citizen must be in touch." This 
much is true. 

The problem in writing such a book is pedagogical, to make it simple, 
yet stimulating. There are 162 pages divided into thirty-five chapters, 
an average of fewer than five pages to the chapter. So numerous are 
the topics that none is considered in more than a cursory way. This 
condition is not necessarily fatal, but calls for questions that shall induce 
research, together with citations to the literature of the subject. But 
there are no citations and no bibliography, and the questions call merely 
for the mastery of the text. 



